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Introduction

The trawl fishery for cod at Faroe is exploited by English and Scottish

vessels, and in recent years it has accounted for about 80% of the total

landings of cod from thc Faroe Region. Thore is no Faroese trawl fishery and

,thc Faroese use only long-lines and hand-lines to fish cod in their__qQID~

waters. Fishing for cod at Faroe by othernations is negligible, accounting

for no more than ~~ of the landings.

No selectivity data have been published for cod at Faroe. The present

data are a by-product of routine demcrsal fish surveys by English and Scottish

research vessels.

Material

The material used was obteined on routine trawl surveys by the research'

ships EXPLORER (Marine Laborato~, Aberdoen) and ERNEST HOLT in the years

1959-62. In all c~ses, do~ble manilla /cod-enda were us ed with fine mesh

covers. The present data cover a range cf mesh sizes of 73 mm to 112 mm.

Meshes were measured ,vith either Lowestoft or Scottish pattern mesh gauges.

The area covered by tho surveys included Faroe Plateau and Faroe Bank, but in

the present work no distinction has been made between the stock of cod of

these two areas.

Results

The results of eight cruises are summarised in Tuble 1, and the selection

ogives for each mesh are shown in Figs. 1-8. The points shown in the figures

have been smoothed by a running ~veraße of two 1 om length groups. The num

bers of fish involved are rather small, but the results provide an estimate

of a selection factor which can be used until better da'ca are available. The

selection factors obtained range fram 3.1 to 3.8 with a mean value of 3.4.
There is no apparent trend in the selection factor with increasing mesh size,

nor is there any sißnificant differenoe in the selection factors obtained by

tho two ships.

Summar,I

Selectivity data are presented for ood at Faroe. A mean selection factor

of 3.4 was obtained from the results of eight cruises. An 80 mm double

manilla ood-end with a süleotion faator of 3.4 would have a 50% retention

/~ length for aod of 27.2 cm.
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Figures 1 - 5. Selection ogives f'or cod at }i'aroe•.



Figures 6 - 8. Selection ogives for cod at Farce.


